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PREFACE

“KRIYASARA” is a well-known work in thirty-
one Upadesas or discourses on Virasaiva Philosophy
in particular and Saiva religion in general by
Nilakantha Sivacarya.

The author mentions Vidyaranya (1340 A.D.),
the author of vedabhasya and is quoted by
Mallanarya (1530 A D.) in ¢ Virasaiva Mahipurana.”
Hence it may be presumed that he might have lived
during the latter half of the fourteenth century or
in the beginning of the fifteenth century. From the
introduction of the work it is learnt that he was the
son of Mallayadeva and Channamimbi. As these
names themselves indicate, the author hails from
Karpitaka or from Andhra. There is no doubrt thar
he has been greatly influenced by the historical
Virasaiva movement headed by Sri Basaveswara and
supported by Sri Prabhudeva during the latter half
of the twelfth century. The Virasaiva religion
is described by the author as the highest of the
seven schools of Saivism. (“‘ Pirames$wara Tantra”,
13;14-15.) .

In the. first volume of Kriyisira, the aphorisms
of Bidariyana (Brahmasitris) are interpreted
appropriately in accordance with the tenets of
Viraiaivism. The author has based this portion of
the work on Nilakantha Bhisya of Nilakantha which
is not extant now. The second volume deals with
the manner of performing Sivapiija, emphasising
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v
the importance of Vibhati, Rudrakshi and so on.
This volume as also the third one (Up. 5-31) is
based mainly on the 28 Saivigamas and eleven
Sivapuranas. i

The present volume being the third in the series
consists of seventeen discourses (15-3I) relating to
“ Astavarana ”’—Guru, Linga, Jangama, Prasada,
Pidodaka, Vibhiiti, Rudrakshi and Mahamantra—
which are the eight aids in the Virasaiva way of
worship and satsthalas (Bhakta, Mahesa, Prasadi,
Prinalingi Sarana and Aikya), the six progressive
stages of the Virasaiva devotee to become one with
Siva. The mode of worship according to other Saiva
schools also has been given proper place in the work.

- Sri Nilakantha has made a signal contribution
to the field of the philosophy of Sividwaita (Vira-
§aivism) in interpreting the Brahmastutras of
Badariyana on the authority of both the Agamas
and Veédas, as he himself has stated fasrarTRaedaf
sifrarqor sty in the beginning of the work itself.
According to the Sivadwaita of the Viragaivas the
world is not an illusion; the Védas are not the sole
authority in interpreting the relation of Siva, Jiva
and Jagat. In these two respects and many other
minor ones, the Sivadwaita philosophy differs from
that of Sri Sankaricarya.

Though some of the views held by this author
may not be acceptable to all the Virasaiva philo-
sophers, he is no doubt considered as one of the
authorities on Virasaivism. To quote only one
instance, temple worship is denounced by the great
Viragaiva vacana writers of Kalyana.
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The press copy of this volume was originally
based on the work printed in Andhra characters
with variants marked in the margin by Sri Sirasi
Guruéanta Sastri, Professor of Saktivisistadwaita
Philosophy, Sanskrit College, Bangalore. After the
publication of the first volume, two more paper
manuscripts were secured, and the variant readings
relating to the first volume are given in the appendix
of the present volume.

The editing of this work was originally entrusted
to Sri R. Rama Sastri, Pandit of the Institute. And
he prepared the press-copy on the basis of a single
printed book mentioned above. This work was
subsequently entrusted to Sri S. Narayanaswamy
Sastri, senior Pandit of the Institute, who has ably
and critically edited the work.

"My thanks are due to His Holiness Sri Canna-
basava Swamiji of the Virakta Mutt of Byadgi and
to the authorities of the Viragaiva Sivayoga Mandira
of Bijapur District for lending their manuscripts and
to Panditaratnam Mahavidwan Sri Sirasi Gurusanta
Sastri for having lent his printed copy of the work
with his personal comments on the text.

My thanks are also due to the Deputy Director
of Printing and Stationery, Government Branch
Press, Mysore, for getting the work printed in time
and in an efficient manner.

H. DEVEERAPPA,
Director,
Oriental Research Institute,
Mysore.
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